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EDITORS' LETTER

Last week a number of our reoaders received their copy later than
usual. This was unavoidable as the G.P.0, discovered that the way we
have been despatching The Week infringes one of their regulations,; and
all copies were returned to us the following day. Ve apologise for the
delay, and hope that things will run smoothly now that we are complying
with regulations, but the additional expense of envelopes for each copy
givos added emphasis to our appoal in last week's issue for all the sup—
port our readers can give us, especially by winning us more subscribers.
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DEFEND CYPRIOT SELF-DETERMINATION

Dehind all the shilly-shallying over bringing U.N.0, into the
Cyprus crisis lie the desire by Dritich imperialism to protect and
preserve at all costs its two military bases in Cypruse. DBDecause these
bases have become an integral part of the world-wide system of N.A.T.O.
=C B N.T,0.~S.B.A.T.0, bases U.S, imperialism, too, had a stake in
keeping U.N.0. out, RIven the pretence that the 'poace-keeping! force
would be & N.A.T.O. one was falsej at least one important member of
N.A.T.0., = France — being opposed to the operation, The New York Times
of February 15-16 put the issue like thiss

", ..DBehind these issues looms the Russian shadow, which long
antedates the cold war, It was to keep Russia out of the eastern Med-
itorrancan . that Cyprus was first put under Dritish rule at the Berlin
Congress of 1878, and it is for the same reason that Dritain and the
U.S. scok to keep Russia from creeping in again through the U.N. and
the large communist element in Cyprus."

The origins of the communal conflict in Cyprus can be found in
the 0ld mothod of Dritish imporialism - divide and rule."hen Britain
had to give up its Suez base, Cyprus took its place as the main Iliddle
ilast base. This brought the British authorities into conflict with
the aspirations of the Cypriot peoples. Jiden brought Turkey in the
matter whon he invited that country!s Government together with Greek
ropresentatives, in 1955, to a conforence to examine 'political and
military problems concerning the eastern Mediterranean, including
Cyprus.! This conferred on Turkey the right to intervene in Cypriot
internal affairs. The Turkish Government subscquently did everything
in its power to whip up chauvinist feeling amongst the Turkish speaking
in Cyprus.

The Treaty giving indpendence to Cyprus institutionalised this
right to intervene by writing in Turkey'!s authority to bring troops
into the island. The imposed constitution has 199 Articles and hundreds
of paragraphs regulating the whole functioning of authority and giving
the Turkish minority the absolute veto power over any legislation of
importance., Vhon, to got out of tho strait-jacket imposed upon him by
this constitution, llakarios issued a memorandum proposing amendments
to the constitution, the extromist eclements amongst the Turks provoked
civil war. Chauvinists on both sides took advantage of the situation
to advance their intercsts.

It is false to say that the Turkish and Greek peoples of Cyprus
cannot and have not lived in pecace side by side. On the contrary they
have a record of joint struggle against oppression, including that
against Turkish domination before Dritain took over. BIven today the
majority of Turks and Grecks on the island live side by side with no
conflict, DBritish Labour has a clear dutys to raisc the call for the
removal of the bases, for genuine indepondence for Cyprus, without
strings, and for no forecign intervention, It would be a mistake to see
U.N.0, as the panacea in this situation - the experience of the Congo
(we must never fgi gg the rurder of Lumumba). If there is a panacoa
it must be working Solidarity and unity - between Dritons, Grecks and
Turks. We of the Labour Party must take the first step in this by
committing the Labour Party to the above policy.
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NEW RULES FOR OFFICE CONDITIONS

As the result of years of pressure by the unions (particularly
U.SeDelhe™. so far as shops are concorned) office workers are to get
similar rights to those in industry in roespect of working conditions.
Most of the provisions of the Offices, Shops and Railways Premises
Acet will come into force on August lste. The Government Order
giving effect to the lct stated that firms had the period of May lst,.
to July 31st, to register their premises. From August lst it will be
illegal to employ anyone in premises where no application for a cert—
ificate has been made. Standards for the safety, health and welfare
of more than 8 million workers are set out in the Acte These include
provisions that each office worker must have 40 square feet of space
and a room ‘temperature of not less than 60.8 degrees Fahrenheit,

Two Government publicationsy; the Act itself and The Offices,
Shops and Railway Promises ict, 1963, a General Guide, ware issued last
woek, All trade unionis® in these fields should get hold of copies and
ensure that their employers are abiding by the provisions., These
concern such diverse matters ass reasonable precautions against fire
risk, effective means of vontilation, lighting, lavatorics, washing
facilities, handrails on stairs, fencing of machinery, and many others.
They apply not only to rooms in which people work, but other parts of
buildings such as stairs, landings, storerooms, and entrances. Canteens
are covered eand canteen workers come under the act, All prcomises are
supposed to visited by inspectors,

This Act will give trade unionists a good chance to extend their
activities and if used properly could help to lead to degrce of union—
isation of sectors where trade unions havo hardly skimmed the surface
of potontial memborship. As with the factory acts, the provisions in
theomselves will mean little unless backed by militant agitation. One
question could be looked at, though, tho fact that there are some
excoptions. These are where selfemploycd people work, businessos whore
the only persons cmployed are immediate relatives of the employers,
or places where the total number of hours worked cach week by all empl-
oyees is normally not more than 21,

400 IN 'EQUAL PAY' STRIKE

On February 19th, 400 employeces .at the General Electrical Co.'s
factory at Coventry struck becauso of a differential in the bonus being
offered to mon and women, The men were satisfied with their offer of
6d an hour increase, but when the wo were only offered 24 an hour
increase men and women all walked out the factory. After holding a
factory gate meeting the next day in which they stated their intention
of removing tho anomaly, the strikers returned to work pending more talks.
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DEUTSCHER WRITES ON *THREE CURBENTS IN COMMUNISM' IN NEW LEFT REVIEW

In the latest issuo of New Left Review, now on sale, there is an
important article by Isace Doutscher on the Sino-Soviet dispute which
traces the argument to its roots and poses some important questions for
the future of world communism.

This issue also includes an analysis of the naturc of the crisis
in Dritain, by Perry Anderson, which deserves detailed study and discu-
ssion by all DBritish socialists. This article is unfinished: it is to
be continued in the next issue of tho Roviews It can, however, alrcady
be said that it is an important contribution to the intellectual rearm—
ament of tho labour movement. Porry Anderson skotches out a view of the
nature of Dritain's class structure which clearly owes much to Gramsci,
the great Italian marxist., DBefore now such thinkors have found diseciples
in Britain, but this is the first time a thorough-going attempt has been
mode to apply their methods of work to DBritish conditions. No sducated
socialist will be able to avoid studying this work.

Among other articles included are pieces on i!'Guyana'by Janet Jagan,
and the !Dritish Political Zlite! by Tom Nairn. Stanloy Mitchell has
provided 2 discussion of Ernest Fischor'!s book on larxism and Art, and
there are notebooks on Torkers! Control and Labour and Foreign Trade by
Ken Coates and Richard Flotcher.

TENANTS! ORGANISATIONS TO IOLD HOUSING CONFIRENCE

The National Association of Tenants and Residents is holding a
Greater London Conferencc on Housing, Rents and Ivictions, according
to the Spring issue of Voice. It is to be held at Bedford Hall, 40,
Lambs Conduit St., London W.C. 1. on Saturday, 29th February from
11.00 to 5 p.mss Any delegates wishing to attend should contact the
Secretary of NATR, 219, Blackfriars Rd., London S.%E, 1,

The same issue of Voice carries tho nows that if sufficient
surport is forthcoming there will be a national housing lobby on March”
18th. It appoals to trade unionists to put resolutions to their organ—
isations calling for active support and participation in the lobby.

FUND TO REBUILD ALGIERS LIIRARY from Denis Freney

On June Tth, 1962, after the coase-fire, the library of Algiers
University was completely destroyed by an O.A.S. plastic bomb attack.”
The complete stock of several million technical and other text—books =
by far the most comprehensive and urgently-neceded collection in the
whole of Algeria — was destroyed with the building; the estimated loss
was about £5 million., An International Committee for Reconstruction of
the Algiers University Library has been established..and in response to
their appeal an associated committeco has boon started in Britaine. This®
Committee asks all fricnds of Algeria to help by forming local univers-
ity, trade union and party committees to collect books and particularly
financial assistance, and by prossing their trades councils and other
organisations to do likowisce The addross of the committce iss: Algiers
Library Appeal, 4, Halbin Place, London S.W.l.
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by Pat Jordan

Tho six-weck old Raleigh strike of tool-room workers is polarising
the various class forces, The strike committee have stated their case
in a most unequivocal leaflet entitled: "Why Strike Over 25 Men?" - -
"Our case by the A.,E.U.". In this, the strikers meet many of the argu-
ments which have been used against the strike. Decause it contained
some criticisms of other unions, the Nottingham District Secretary of
the A.1,U. issued a public statement disassociating tho District Commi-
ttee from the leaflet. He évon went to tho extont of placing an advert
in the paper to this effect,y, on the grounds that the text had not beon
authorised by the District Committee. Subsequontly he stated to the
pross that the District Committee would not disagree with ¢ontents of
the leafloct.

Meoting Saturday morning the 450 meHa%§33&Y°d in the stoppage
called for a national two-day stoppage, a ban on overtime, a national
appsal for finanecial support, and went on to condemn the Government
on its policy of not paying uncmploymont pay or national assistance
wvhen people are laid off becausc a dispute concerns members of other
unions. They adopted a rosolution which stateds "This meeting of
A.5U. strikers clearly informs the public and the citizens of Nottingham
that our dispute and fight is not with the workers and other workers ait
Raleoigh, tut with the Raleigh management and Tube Investments.™ Another
resolution condemned the Bnginecring Mmployers! Federation for not
roying the 34-hour gunranteed weck to those laid off.

The local papers have been converted into anti-strike sheets and
hove spared no effort to confuse and distort +the arguments of the
strikers. The borrage of anti-strike propaganda (plus it is said by
some not unremunerative support by the Raleigh management) has resulted
in the appearancc of two anti-strikeo movements, Some wivos of men laid
off (the press claim sixty but cortainly not more than half .that number
attended the meeting) h-ve formed an anti-strike lecague. In additior,,
a Noner, a person called Jack Beasley, has attempted to form an anti-
strike movement from the men laid off, He managed to scrape together
some 30-odd poople to picket the Saturday morning meeting, Thus the
gloves are off and all socialists and militants in Nottingham and for
that matter other parts of tho country will be put to the tost by what
attitude they take to this stiugglé. The address of the Strike Fund
Treasurer is s llr,s A.J. Holmes, 80, Forster St., Nottingham,

LABOUR PARTY MOVE ON RALEIGH STRIKE: At the February meeting of Clifton
ard Labour Party the issuc of workers not directly involed in the strikeo
but laid off, not being able to sign on for dole was discussed. This
issue aroused a great deal of foeling and the meoting resolved: to call

a special meeting to discuss the strikej to ask A. Grecnwood to address
the meeting; and to express disgust at the Tory legislation which stops
workers from drawing the dole when laid off,
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'VOICE OF THE UNIONS® APPEALS TO ENGINEERS TO VOTE LABOUR

In a spocial double~page display broadshect, Voice of the Unions,
in its spring issue, features an important article by Hugh Scanlon,
setting out the terms of the 'Plan for IBngineering! drawn up by the
Confederation of Shipbuilding and Bngincering Unions for the cxtension
of public ownership into their owvn fields, and oxplaining why these
plans must be applied by the next Labour Government.

Brnie Roberts, another important spokesman of the A.E,U.; contr—
ibutes an article on the threats made by big business against Labour,
and Dave Lambert of the Foundry Torkers Union contributes a piece on
the 40-hour week. There are also articles by Ted Hill, Dick Seabrook
of U,S.D.A.W,y Bill Vester, Chris Arthur and Len Nicholas of the N.U.R.

Bulk supplies of the Voice are obtainable from 57, Crystal Palace
Park Rd., London S,I, 26, at 4/6 per dozen,

'INTERNATTONAL SOCTALIST JOURNAL! APPEARS AT LAST

Readers who have been awaiting the appearance of the International
Socialist Journal vhich is odited by Lelio Basso and which represents
a joint effort of important left forces in Italy, Delgium and France,
to say nothing of Dritain, will not be disappointed.

The first issue contains studies of the role of the socialist
- parties and trade unions in the Buropean Common !Market, by lirnest lMandel

and Antonio Lettieri respoctively. It also includes articles by
Raymond Williams, Imile Braundi, lMarccl Deneckere, Jean-llarie Vincent,
Goorg Junclas and Sergio de Santis, With 124 pages of reportage,
analysis and documentation, it establishes itsclf in one swoop as an
indisponsible item in the roading of cevery socialist who wishes to go
beyond parish boundarics.

JRISTOL NEW LEFT CLUB A.G.M,

The PBristol New Left Club is to hold its A.G.lM. on Friday the
28th of February at the Old Duke, King St., (near Theatre Royal) at
T+30, Announcing this, the committee says that it will be proposing
a number of changes in the club and urges full attendance, especially
in view of the importance for the left of 1964, After the business of
the meeting is over, Charles Wood will be giving his views on the
rolationship between politics and drama. The address of the Bristol
Loft Club iss Cyril Gibson, 21, DBriavels Grove, Bristol 6.
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THE T,U,C. REPORT ON AUTCMATION AND NON-MANUAL WORKERS

In a report preosented to a confercnco of whitegcollar workors tho
T.U.C.'s non-manual workers committee discloses the conclusions it has
arrived at after a special survey of modern mechanisation in the office,
and stresses the need for manageoment to take the staff and; the unions
into their confidence well in advance of a computer coming to operation.
Little evidonce of the computers causing redundancy had been found by
tho committoe, but in the long-run widespread redundancy was forecast
by the report. The T.U.C. committece doecs not forsee computation causing
speedy and wholesalo displacement of clerical employees. The new mach-—
ines cannot, of course, deal,wyith the public or answer correspondence
and since they are used only ‘larger firms, redundancy can usually be
met by normal wastage, retiroments, transfers to other jobs, etc. But
it states that difficulties will arise in smaller firms, Statistics
provided by unions to the T.U.C., showed an anticipated decline by 14%
in the labour force in firms where reorganisation is a consequonce of
the introduction of a computer.

Looking ahead, the T.U.C. committec sces signs of office departm~
ents consisting of a relatively fow highly paid people directly
associated with the work of its computer and a more numerous group,
mainly women, engaged in routine, repetitive clerical work., Thore will
e fow in the middle ranges botween those two catogorics, thus the numbor
of jobs will be reduced as will promotion prospects. Dull, routine work
will remain and become oven more repetitive and monotonous, requiring
an even lower deogreo of skill than orthodox clorical jobs., Rosearch is
aimed at the elimination of the filing clerk and key-punch operator.

The T,U.C., committeec commends the oxample of an onlighteonod firm
which, . recognising that the boredom of contimuous repetitive work can
lead to mental, as well as bodily, fatigue, arranges for femalo staff
to be givon frequent rost bresks. Thore is a trond to shift-working
to got the most value out of purchase prico of computers...The committce
warns employers wishing to use their computers for up to 20 hours a day
that the unions will insist that the workers arc properly compensated
for shift work,

The roport says that unions are willing to cooperate in introduc—
ing now techniques without friction so long as they are able to protect
the intorosts of their membors and to ecnsure for them a sharo in the
benefits of tho techniquoss The industrial revolution reinforced the
nced for trade unionism among manual workers, The now revolution,
bringing clectronics and automation into the offices, gives added force
to the appeal of trade unionism - this time to the non-manmual workerse.

TELEVISION FIRM PAYS 95%

According to the Brist,l voning Post, February 21lsty, the firm
of Television Wales and West Ltd., mado a not profit of £625,953 as
agaeinst £592,028 last yoar. The proposed final dividend is 60% making
a total for the year of 95%. Taking incroased capital into account,
this is the same as total dividond for last yecar.
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COAL AND OIL CCHNFLICT by Julian Atkinson

The U.S. coal industry has managed for a long time t? impose
controls on the import of fuel oil but now it seems that the oil
industry is hitting back, Interior secretary Stewart Udall has entered
the controversy and maintains that the control programs would increase
fuel costs for U,S. consumers in the short term, but without controls
the cost might be even greater in the long run, "The moderate immediate
costs attributable to the program are necessary to the maintenance of
en industry that is perhaps the most essential of all to our national
security," Udall said in a recent letter to Representative James C.
Cleveland. Congressman Cleveland wrote a reply challeonging Udall's
explanation. The oil industry was only asking for a rolaxation of
controls on residual fuol oil and this'exploded any fictitious arguments
that national security was being imperilled by residual=-fuel oil imports.

The controversy has cntered into other fields., The Justicc Depart=-
ment says it is looking into possible anti-=trust violations stemming
from the control program. illiam H. Orrick, assistant attorney general,
revenled this in a reccent letter to John K. Bvans, Washington represent—
ative for the Indpendent Fusl 0il lMarkcters of America, Inc. Justice
has no jurisdiction over administration of oil-imports controls, Orridk
wrote, but, "it is deeply concerned with the possible effects of that
control system on free cnterprisc competition in oil marketing."

The present attack on the reosidual program may bo more intense
thay «m tho past because of political changese. Political analysts
speud 1Tte that the Johnson administration is more likely to woo the
industrial east for political support. The late President Kennedy, by
contrast, was said to feel some obligation to the coal states, particul-
arly Vest Virginia., Johnson!s ammouncement that the Interior Department
would be rosponsible for oil po#4s2y gave critics a single target on
which to concentrate, and they are doing some concentrating.

CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE MIERGING WITH LADOUR from an American reader

In many American towns, particularly since the moves to form a
Freedom Now Party, the struggle against segregation is nerging with
the endeavours of organsied labour., Two recent examples are instructive.
In Baltimore the Civie Rights Group is cctively collaborating with the
AFL—-CIO drive to organise leundry workers, and on Feb. 4th helped man
o picket-line outside the city hall demanding a $1.25 minimum wage and
a 40-hour week. !Meanwhilo, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee is actively helping the campaign of the jobless Kentucky miners to
draw attention to their plighte It has given them tho use of its office
in Washington and assisted them in picketing the Whitec House ecarlier
this month., A joint conforence is to be held on March 26-29,
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E.E.,C UNIONS TO COMBINE ACTIVITIES based on ICFTU Dulletin report

Plans for further intensification of the activities of trade
union organisations in the 6 Common Market countries will be discussed
at a meeting of representatives of unions affiliated to the ICFIU to
be held in Paris in March. Prior to this important meeting, two others
have taken place. Representatives of metalworkers! trade unions met in
Luxemburg on 30 and 31 of January under the chairmanship of Arthur
Gailly (Belgium)., They adopted a series of reosolutions dealing with
the cconomic situation, improvement in living and working conditions,
and adequate protection and safety regulations at work., The miners!
representatives met at Dochum in Vest Germany on 13 February to
examine similar problems in their industry.

The Ixeccutive Committee of the Buropean Trade Union Secretariat
met in lome on 5 and 6 February to prepare for tho March mecting., It
issued a statemont declaring that the Zuropean trade union moveoment
did not have sufficient say in projects of the Buropcan Economic
Community, They decided to insist that the E.,E.C., authorities accept
the representative nature of workerd organisations.

UNEPLOYMENT IN YUGOSLAVIA

dAccording to a broadcast on Zagreb radio on 14 February, the
Committee for Labour Questions of tho Yugoslav Federal Council was told
that new regulations for unemployed porsons were being prepared. The
assistance for the so-called "roserve labour force" would depend not
s0 much on income other than wages as on the number of years the persan
had worked and the wagos he had drawn, tho broadcast saide The spokesman
added that the Committee was unable to detormine the exact number of
the “reserve labour force" but mentioned that some 300,000 porsons were
rogistered with the Federal HEmployment institute. Iowever the "qualit-
ative structure" of this "reserve™ was unknown, the spokesman said.

ANTI-INFLATION MEASURES IN ITALY

After 6 month's discussion, the Italian Government has finally
introduced some of the measures which had boen advocated for mecting
inflation, The tax on petrol has boen increasod by 2d a litre, bringing
the price up to 5s 9d a gallon. Foreign tourists will not have to pay
as much however. A purchase tax on new cars, yachts and boats has been
introduced, It ranges from 7 to 15%. Hire purchase is to be limited
to 2 maximum of 12 monthly instalments with an initial cash payment of
at least 30%. Some itoms of domestic use with a valuc of less than £4)
are to be oxempt from these regulations. To sase the manpower shortage
national service is to be reduced from 18 months to 15 months.

WiEST GERMAN GOVERNMENT TO CUT INCOME TAX IN ELECTION YEAR

Despite the Government's difficulty in balancing its budget and
despite statemonts by Dr. Xrhard that public domand on the capital
market is too greoat, income tax cuts to save taxpayers in the small and
medium income brackets some I 2,500m, (about £220m,) a yoar arc to be
made. These will take effect in 1965 which is election year.
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ALGTRIA MOVES TO IND FRENCH DOMINATION OF OIL

The 0il & Gas Journal of February 3 carried an itom which stateds

The Socialist regime of ihmed Den Bella is moving on 5 fronts to
broak the French domination of Algeria's oil industry. Minister Bachir
" oumaza gave an outline of things to come last week in Algiors. Hg '
made Algicran plans public only a few days after Olidor Wormser, diroc—
tor of economic affairs of the French foreign ministry, returned to
Paris following the latest diplomatic talks on French—lAlgerian oil
relations,

Doumaza revealeds

(1) An Algerian pipelinec — not a French-imerican venture — will be
the country's third major crude-oil line system in spite of protests
from France that this contravenes the Avian agrccments

(2) A new Algerian refinery will be built by Italy's B.N.I., but
Don Della's Government will control it )

(3) An Algerian tanker company, controlled by the Governmont, will
move Saharan crude oil to marketsj

(4) An Algorian marketing company will sell both Saharan crude -
0il and natural gass )

(5) A notional producing company will be operated by experlgncad
exploration and producing companies, but controlled by the Algerian
Govornment's 51% intereost.

CUBA — RISTURNZD FISIERMAN TULL THZIR  STORY by Sylvia Riley

On February 19th, 6,000 people, trade unionists and students,
assembled in the square of the University of Havana to protest against
the seizure of Cuban fishing boats and to welcome the 7 of the crew
who had been released. These youngsters gave a press conforence where
they exposed the mistreatnont, attempted bribery, intimidation, entice -
ment and threats of the U.S, authorities, Seventeen-ycar old Susebio

Torges said that the U.S. authorities had attempted to force them to
seek 'asylum,!

Meanwhile, still in gaol in the U.S., the captains of the boats
were being charged with 'encroaching into United States! territorial
waters', and were sentenced by a Florida court to 6 month!'s
imprison ment and a $500 fine each., Their attorney is to file an
appeal,

ANGOLAN ARMY CONTROLS TIMEE TIMES ARBA OF PORTUGAL

Speaking at a press conference in Cairo, F. Duarte, a represent—
ative of the Angolan Liberation Army said on February 22nd: "At
present the Angolan Liuvcration Army controls all of northern Angola
and 1s spreading the fight inland to the southern regions, The area
under control of our forces covers 250,000 sq, kilometres (nearly
100,000 sq miles) or 3 times the size of Portugal itself." Ho added
that the Angolan Liberation Army now numbers 27,000 with another 55000
undertraining, He also disclosed thats "..the Portuguose forces now
battling our army number as many as 78,000 with a recent increasec of
2,800 troops airlifted from Portugal." Duarto was very critical of
tho attitude of N,A.T.0. countries in supplying Portugal with arms.
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17th CONGRISS SURVIVOR RICALLS TERROR

As part of the commemoration of tho 30th anniversary of the 17th
Congress of the C.P.S.U., the Feb, Tth Pravda printed an article by Lev
Shaumyan, one of the few survivors among the delegates. That Congress
was, to quote Khrushchov, the "victors'" congrossj; tho victers being
Stalin's faction afteor it had crushed all opposition groups. Dut Stalin
turned ageinst his own followers: Shaumyan cites the figures that
Khrushehov goave at the 20th Congress. Out of the 1,966 delogates to
the 1934 Congress, 1,108 wero liquidated. Out of 139 members and alter—
nates elected to the Central Committee, 98 fell victim,

The Pravda article also recalls that it was the assassination of
Sorgei Kirov, leader of tho party in Leningrad, that sorved as Stalin's
protext to unlcash the terror. Thereas Khrushchov in his speeehes at
the 20th and 22nd congresses, spoke only of troublesome and obscure -
circumstances surrounding the the assassination, Shaumyan specks of it
as a "premewttated and carcfully planned crime." 'hile Shaumyon spoaks
of the dologates, he docsn't name a single ono, not even Khrushchov wko
took the floor at this Congress to make a specoch in which he did not
fail to pay eloquent tribute to Stalin as the "leador of genius."

A roal innovation im Shaumyan'!s article is his affirmation that
among "some of the congress delegates....above all those who remembered
Lenin's testament" the "idea was ripening that it was time to transfer
Stalin from the post of general secrotary to other work." From what
has been disclosed so far there is nothing to confirm that the delegates
actually considered such a proposal, It is known that in the Central
Committee, as late as 1932 after the elimination of the left and right
oppositionalists, Stalin was once in a minority. This was in the ;
period of the crisis in the countryside after the forced collectivisat-
ion. DBut by 1934 he had overcome this situation and his grip was
complete, It is more likely that he had not forgotten what had happened
in 1932 and his almost paranoic mistrust led him to belicve that he
could never be safo until all the old revolutionaries had been elimina~
teds Hence the fearful purges which led him to purge his own followers
as wcll as his opponents.

POWIR CUTS IN BULGARTA

The Bulgarian Government has ordered stringent power cuts. During
February and IMarch private consumers will he allowed to use only half
as much as they used in January, louseholds will not be allowed to use
clectrical appliances between 6 pe.m. and 9 pe.ms Industrial enterprises
will be given special quotas. Tho crisis has been caused by drought
and delays in the construction of power stations., JAccording to Radio
Sofia almost 50% of the power stations scheduled for completion last
year had not yet started operation.

PRO-CHINESE EXPELLZED FROM AUSTRIAN C.P.

At its February meeting the Contral Committce of the Austrian C.P.
announced the expulsion of the leadors of the pro-Chinese wing of the
party. The latter since Autumn had boen publishing a magazine callcd
Red Flag and have repeated all the stock Chinese eriticisms of Khrushchov,
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ONE OF LABOUR'S NEW SCIZNCE BASED INDUSTRIES? from Richard Fletcher

The February issuc of Petroloum Press Service has a survey of
tho exploration of o0il and gas Potentialities of the North Sea outside
of territorial wators. Two groups now scem to be intent on starting
tost drillings in the ncar future., Tho first wells will be drilled off
Western Cermany, though not far from the Groningen fiold in the Nether—
lands. The two groups are, respcctively, Anoseas (Caltex) and the
consortium formed last yoar for operations based on "Testern Germany,
with which Mobil, Shell, ilsso, Indiana Standard and several German
companies are associated, Actual drilling will probably start in April.
The consortium intonds to spend nearly DM 100m, (£9 million) on drilling
oporations during 1964 and 1965.

The articlc goes into deotail as to the logal position of the
companies carrying out the exploration and notes how the Vest German
Government is trying to control the oxploration. The article concludess
"The Goneva Convention merely provides a general framework of law to be
filled in by appropriate national legislative measures..."” Quite
clearly, the Labour Party must be pledged to place this exploration
under public ownership, instead of merely helping to create a new field
of big businoss (probably state-backed anyway) investment.

INTERLOCKING DIRECTORSHIPS IN AIRCRAFT from T. Nichols (ZDristol)

The composition of the DBritish Aircraft Corporation with its 5
bank directors is fairly typical of the tendency in the top 50 Dritish
industrial companies, It illustrates tho network of interlocking
directorships and also the promincnce on these boards of directors of
the big 8 banks, The list roads:

Vitcount Portal of Bungerfords Darclays Dankj Pritish Aluminium,Co,

(Chairman) 2 Ltd. (also Chairman)j Commercial
Union Assurancej Ford Motor Co.j
North British Aluminium (Chairman)

Sir George DLdwards: Vickers Armstrong Ltd.

Marshal of RAF, Sir Dermont Boyles B.A.C. only

Rt. Hon., ViEount Caldecotes Cambridge University and Town
Waterworksy “nglish Slectric Co.

Mr. Adam Denzil Morris: Barclays DIankj .ainglo Australian

Corporationj Charter Shipping; Lazard

Brosj Commercial Union Insurance;

Oceoan- iccident and. Guarantcee Corp.
Mr. W, lMastertons Dristol Cars Litd.j T.A. de Barajas
(Madrid) ; Socloty d'Ixploitation et
de Construction lLeronautiques (Paris)
Bank of Inglandj IEnglish Electric;
W.Ge Bognall Ltd.s Babcock & Wilcox;

Lord Nelson of Staffords

Taylor VWoodrow; Vulcan Foundryj llarconi

Virecless, etc,

R, G.A Riddells Marconi Intej Marine Communications,otc,
Sir Lesliec Rowang Barclays Bankj Canadian Vickers, eio.
Sir Reginald Vernon—Smiths Lloyds Bankj Iristol Aercplane,

Bristol Sidderley, Babcock & Vilcox,



